


































Books By V. Subhash
I invite you to visit my site WWW.VSUBHASH.IN, and check out my other

books, special discounts, sample PDFs and full ebooks. In 2020, I started publishing
books. For two decades before that, I have been publishing feature articles, free
ebooks (old editions still available), software (server/desktop/mobile), reviews
(books, films, music and travel), funny memes and cartoons. You can follow these
adventures on my blog: http://www.vsubhash.in/blogs/blog/index.html

My books for children are under the pseudonym Ólafía L. Óla (because it has
laugh and LOL).

2020 Fresh Clean Jokes For Everyone
This is one of the biggest jokebooks ever written - over 3200 jokes spread over:

Part 1 — For Learning  (computer jokes, programming jokes, physics jokes,
chemistry jokes, biology jokes, medical jokes, financial jokes, geography jokes,
pun jokes and THREE CHAPTERS DEVOTED TO FOREIGN LANGUAGES)
Part 2 — For Fun  (bar jokes, blonde jokes, cross-the-road jokes, knock-knock
jokes, lightbulb jokes, knock-knock jokes, romantic (breakup) jokes)
Part 3 — Only For Intellectuals  (jokes about philosophy, advertising, news
and politics)

It has lots of jokes purely for the hedonist consumption of humour, content to
improve vocabulary and general knowledge, thought‑provoking poems (mostly as financial/political limericks
set to the tune of popular nursery rhymes) AND some of the best one-liners EVER written in English.
Absolutely no (‿ˠ‿) humour.

• Pages: 292 • Paperback: $10 • Ebook: An older subset with 420 jokes is available FOR FREE

2020 Fresh Clean Jokes For Kids
This ‘for kids’ subset of the 2020 jokebook has over 2200 jokes. It has all of Part 1
(For Learning) and some non-political jokes from Part 2 (For Fun)  & Part 3 (Only For
Intellectuals) . Joke types include computer jokes, programming jokes, cross-the-
road jokes, physics jokes, chemistry jokes, biology jokes, medical jokes, financial
jokes, geography jokes, knock-knock jokes, breakup jokes...). Special chapters
include Elephant & Ant Jokes , Off-The-Wall Philosophers, Useful French Phrases ,
Useful Latin Phrases , Other Useful Foreign Phrases , Jokes You Love To Hate ,
Jokes In Advertising , and Fancy Creature Jokes . No political or controversial jokes.
Absolutely no (‿ˠ‿) humour.

• Pages: 166 • Paperback: ₹550 or $7.70 • Ebook: Will never be published

Ólafía L. Óla’s Favourite Traditional Nursery
Rhymes (Illustrated)
The political correctness pandemic has caused
many nursery rhymes to be rewritten or
eliminated altogether. This illustrated children’s
book has 50 popular English nursery rhymes
in their traditional form. The selected rhymes
have stood the test of time and this large-print
paperback with edge-to-edge colour makes it
easy for kids to read them.

• Pages: 44 (39 with real content) • Colour
Paperback: $9
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Animalia Humorosum
This is an illustrated children’s storybook based on Aesop’s Fables. The
stories have been made more believable by changing the ending with a
humorous twist. The book is a large-print paperback with edge-to-edge
colour.

• Pages: 30 (26 with real content) • Colour Paperback: $9 • Ebook (for
parental review): ₹70 or FREE

World of Word Ladders
Word ladders are a wonderful pastime. These
puzzles are neither tough nor easy. They have
the right balance between exercising the brain
and having fun. Word ladders can challenge a
kid’s thinking ability, spelling skills and
vocabulary. For an adult, word ladders are pure
fun. A word ladder has a diagram of a ladder with
a word on both the first and last rungs. You need
to change only one letter in the blank middle
rungs so that the first word is transformed into the
last word. Next to each word ladder is its solution.
The solution is obscured to protect the challenge.
Here are some examples:

C-A-T » C-O-T » C-O-G  » D-O-G
L-A-S-T » L-O-S-T  » L-O-S-E  » H-O-S-E  » H-O-P-E

• Puzzles: 100 • Paperback: $6 (per volume)

Vastu Shastra Explained
Vastu Shastra Explained is a plain-English Vástu Śastra building-architecture guide for
those who wish to draw their own Vastu-compliant house plans. The book does not
upsell Vaastu as a panacea for all ills nor does it portray Vastu as the Indian Feng
Shui. Instead, it presents Vastu as a collection of time-tested best-practices in Indian
building architecture.
This book is based on the Vastu Shastra  given in Matsya Purana . A PDF containing
the original English translation is available for free on my website.

• Pages: 38 (31 with real content) • Colour Paperback: $7.77 • Ebook: ₹100, $6

Learn To Ride A Motorcycle
In Five Minutes
Yes, you can! For most of my life, I did not know how to
ride a motorbike. But, when I had to do, it took me only
five minutes. On my first ride on my first bike, I travelled
nearly 100 kilometres, across two cities and one
national highway. Acquiring the skill takes less than five
minutes and honing it will require a few weeks.

• Pages: 40 (30 with real content) 
• Paperback: $7.70 • Ebook: ₹100, $6
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How To Invest In Stocks, 2nd Edition
The first edition book was written in 2003 for the Indian stockmarket. It was popular
around the world because it was a plain-English guide to investing in the stockmarket.
The 2020 completely revised second edition maintains the original premise but has a
global focus, updated information and new chapters. It has some useful ‘extra’
information that you will not find in any investment book and no business
school will teach you. Mere book knowledge about stockmarkets will not help you
understand the markets. Markets are influenced by news and information (there is a
difference).

• Pages: 94 • Paperback: $9.90 • Ebook: ₹100 or FREE

Email Newsletter Strategies For Profit
An organically grown mailing list is an invaluable resource for your business. It is your
own social network. You need to nurture it like a baby. This book not only explains
how to create user-friendly email newsletters but also helps you improve email
deliverability, organically grow your mailing list, implement industry-standard best-
practices and apply practical troubleshooting tips and tricks.

• Pages: 40 (33 with real content) • Paperback: $7.70 • Ebook: ₹100

How To Cure Common Cold
Non-allergic rhinitis or common cold is an ailment that usually resolves on
its own. It can be very disruptive and make you feel miserable. How To
Cure Common Cold describes several palliative measures  (not
curative options) that can be used to treat the symptoms while the body
fights off the infection. Because this is a thin topic, bonus content on
natural weight-loss techniques, an easy-to-cook vegetarian food recipe,
dental care tips, skincare tips, and some family-planning advice are
included in this book. DISCLAIMER: The author is not a medical
professional. Despite seeking medical treatment for common cold, his
deviated nasal septum made the episodes very difficult to go through.
Over several years, he tried and tested several palliative measures to
treat the symptoms. In this book, he describes what measures might work
for young healthy individuals like him. These recommendations are not
intended for kids, adolescents, convalescents, seniors or in people where
the cold symptoms are part of a larger ailment.This book is not
sponsored by any drug firm or commercial entity.

• Pages: 31 (8 with real content) • Paperback: $4.99 • Ebook: ₹99 or FREE

The Devil’s Dictionary
The Devil’s Dictionary  by Ambrose Bierce from 1911 is a great repository of
brutally frank and unusually cynical descriptions for popular words and phrases
in English. In my 2020 remake, the original text has been illustrated with
contemporary caricatures (of Alexandria Ocasio Cortez, Bill Gates, Don
Lemon, Elon Musk, Joe Biden...). It has the neat easy-on-the-eye look of any
new dictionary (modern fonts, two-column pages, starting/ending words
on every page). If you consider yourself as a woke, liberal, Leftie, Progressive,
Socialist, Communist, Feminist... then this book is not for you. This book by
Bierce is a product of its time and may not match your unrealistic expectations.
Maybe, you could gift it to your (fr)enemies. They might like it.

• Pages: 160 • Paperback: $9 • Ebook: ₹100
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Quick Start Guide to FFmpeg
FFmpeg is THE BEST
software to easily create,
edit, enhance and
convert audio and video
files. It is a FREE and
open-source command-
utility available for Linux,
Mac and Windows. And,
Quick Start Guide to
FFmpeg  is THE BEST
book for an extensive
FFmpeg tutorial, hack
collection and quick
reference. It is richly
illustrated with color
screenshots, code
examples and tables to
help you work with audio,
video, images,
animations, fonts,
subtitles and metadata like a PRO. NOTE: In 2023, the old self-published book FFmpeg Quick Hacks  was
withdrawn.

• Pages: 280 • Colour Paperback: $44.99 • PDF Ebook: $29.99 (from Apress/SpringerNature)

CommonMark Ready Reference
MarkDown is an easy human-readable text format that can
serve as the common base for exporting to multiple
document formats such as HTML, ODF, DOC/DOCX, PDF
and ebook (EPUB, MOBI…). It is a great tool for authors,
technical writers and content developers to create books,
manuals, web pages and other rich-text content.
CommonMark is a new well-formed standard for the old
MarkDown spec. CommonMark was one of the reasons I
was able to write and design 21 books in one year.
Incidentally, this is the first-ever book on CommonMark. You
will be buying a piece of history! The paperback’s covers are
designed like a quick reference card.

• Pages: 56 (39 with real content, 6 with bonus content) • Paperback: $7 • Ebook: ₹100 or FREE

Linux Command-Line Tips & Tricks
This is a tips-and-tricks collection for Linux command-line warriors.
It is also at an advanced level. It assumes that you already know
how to use the terminal and are adept at shell programming. It
does not teach you the basics or try to be a comprehensive
reference. It trusts your intuition and focuses on things you are
most likely to forget. Because of its ancient history, BASH scripting
has some odd programming constructs that are difficult to
memorize. This book tries to provide a ready-reference for such
archaic but crucial details. It pays special attention to coding
mistakes or unusual circumstances in which your script or
command will fail. The paperback has screenshots and syntax-highlighted code examples, all in full-colour.

• Pages: 100 • Colour Paperback: $9.99 • Ebook: ₹100 or FREE
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PC Hardware Explained
You can build a PC in 30 minutes with just a screwdriver. Knowing which computer
components will work together is not so easy. This full-colour paperback will
explain computer hardware using simple terms, illustrations, photographs and
tables. Before buying a new laptop from the store or assembling a new
desktop from parts, get this book. You will be able to read the technical
specifications of a PC and understand what it can and cannot do. The
mumbo‑jumbo accompanying the sales pitch of a new computer will not be so
alien.

• Pages: 30 (22 with real content) • Colour paperback: $7 • Ebook: ₹100

Cool Electronic Projects
If you are learning electronics or thinking of it as a future hobby, this FULL-
COLOUR book has some fun projects to begin with. They will not waste your time
or money, will be extremely useful (particularly in emergencies) and are quite easy
to make. Just one of these projects uses AC (alternating current). The rest work
on DC (direct current) and are safe for kids (if you think soldering is safe). These
projects are good for the environment too, as they reuse electronic parts that
would have been discarded. If you are a survivalist, then you will be happy that all
the projects will run off-the-grid, as they can consume renewable energy. For the
tinkerer, there are projects that add MORE POWER than what the manufacturer
had provided. For the parent of lazy children, there are annoying alarms that can
wake up the dead.

• Pages: 40 (33 with real content) • Paperback: $9.90 • Ebook: ₹100

How To Install Solar
This is a heavily illustrated guidebook for INDIAN solar power
enthusiasts, DIY hacks, home-owners and electricians about
solar panels, batteries, inverters, charge controllers, installation
procedures and costs. It starts with a simple introduction to home
electrical systems, proceeds on to describe various aspects of
solar power and options available for home owners, and then
provides step-by-step instructions for installing a low-cost DC-
only solar charge controller system for ₹6000 and a solar inverter
system providing AC power backup for ₹30,000. Also included is
an extensive FAQs section based on questions and reviews
published by solar power users online.

• Pages: 76 • Colour paperback: $7.70 • Ebook: ₹100

Unlikely Stories
This is an anthology of horror and comedy stories — an exorcism, an alien encounter,
a haunted lift, a seance, a shapeshifter, a werewolf, a talking bird, an evil twin, an alien
invasion and a distressed young alpaca — all weaved into a witty love yarn. The
author originally intended to write a non-fiction book based on real‑life incidents. He
was however forced by several governments to name this book as ‘Unlikely Stories ’
and release it only as a fiction title. The stories have turned out to be
supernatural/paranormal/sci-fi fantasies with ample doses of action, horror and
humour. The entire book is in first person and everything happens very fast. There is
never a dull moment.
First edition stories

The trip: The lead is invited by his friend to a resort where he meets the first
heroine Vampira .
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The swim: The lead decides that Vampira is his soul mate he has been waiting all his life. He tells
several stories to entertain his friend’s kids and also impress Vampira.
The exorcist: The second lead is an Indian crook who escapes to the West to start a new life. He
attempts to go legit but finds competition from a professional medium operating under the trade name
of Mademoiselle Zuma . She is dangerous because she is a mind-reader.
Alien encounter: After the successful exorcism, this lead is asked to help a teenager who has been
repeatedly ‘abducted’ by an alien.
The lift: A recently deceased security guard haunts a lift where he had died and seeks revenge.
Femme fatale: The second lead has a showdown with a female animal spirit.
The seance: A young woman in the city is troubled by nightmares involving a hooded skeleton. A
newly married nurse blanks out every night. She is also troubled by bizarre nightmares. Mademoiselle
Zuma solves both cases.
The haunting: An old mansion is haunted by a presence. Every new buyer and his family gets driven
to such desperation that they eventually sell. The second lead investigates and almost gets killed.
Family planning: The first lead and Vampira plan their life together. In the first ending, they get
married. In the second ending (written by the lead after their first night), Stone Age Man (SAM)  and
Stone Age Woman (SAW) discover the mystery of life. (This is an over-the-top parody of the
controversy about MEN WRITING WOMEN .) Other than some intimate events implied in comic
fashion, there is no physical contact between the sexes in the entire book. Not even a kiss. The book is
clean throughout. No swear words. No corny mushy dialogue. No degeneracy. No weirdness. Just no
low-hanging fruit.

Second edition stories (Mademoiselle
Zuma Chronicles )

Shadows in the night : A young
woman is troubled by a ghostly
intruder at night.
Zuma vs. Cutie : Zuma finds
competition from an unlikely friend.
The evil twin: A rich heiress is driven
to desperation by a deceased twin who
wants her to die as well.
The alien invasion: A bolide crashes
down in the Atlantic. The site becomes
an alien platform for launching attacks
on English-speaking countries. No
other countries are attacked. The
world's sole super power collapses
after a few days. The strangest thing
about the invasion is that the aliens’ primary objective is not humans but cows. This is no run-of-the-
mill alien invasion story. Uniquely, it provides an fascinating economic model for staging a successful
alien invasion.
Please do not smile at our alpaca : Zuma and her husband restart a farm devastated by the aliens.
Things go well until her husband picks a fight with a South American.

NOTE: This second edition is a FULL-COLOUR illustrated book with several new stories written from the
perspective of Zuma.

• 1st edition paperback (140 small grayscale-illustrated pages): $9  • 2nd edition paperback (122 bigger
colour-illustrated pages): $16  • 1st edition ebook: ₹100  • 2nd edition ebook: ₹200
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About the author
V. Subhash is an invisible Indian writer,

programmer and cartoonist. In 2020, he
published one of the biggest jokebooks of all
time and then followed it up with a tech book
on FFmpeg and a 400-page volume of 149
political cartoons. Although he had published a
few ebooks as early as 2003, Subhash did not
publish books in the traditional sense until
2020. For over two decades, Subhash had used
his website www.VSubhash.com as the main
outlet for his writing. During this time, he had
accumulated a lot of published and
unpublished material. This content and the
automated book-production process that he
had developed helped him publish 21 books in
his first year. In February 2023, Apress
(SpringerNature) published his rewritten and
updated FFmpeg book as QUICK START GUIDE
TO FFMPEG. Thus, by early 2023, Subhash had
published 30 books! In 2022, Subhash ran out of non-fiction material and tried his
hand at fiction. The result was UNLIKELY STORIES, a collection of horror and comedy
short stories. After adding new stories to this fiction title (for its second edition),
Subhash plans to pause his writing and move on to other things. Subhash pursues
numerous hobbies and interests, several of which have become the subject of his
books such as COOL ELECTRONIC PROJECTS , HOW TO INSTALL SOLAR  and HOW TO
INVEST IN STOCKS . He was inspired to write his gigantic jokebook after years of
listening to vintage American radio shows such as Fibber & Molly  and Duffy’s Tavern .
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